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NATIONAL ENERGY FRAMEWORK TO
COMMENCE IN 2014
The NSW Government will defer the commencement of reforms under the National
Energy Customer Framework (NECF) to ensure they only commence once the
Government is satisfied that consumer information protection measures are
satisfactory.
The reforms fall under the Council of Australian Government’s program to regulate
individual state-based energy retailers in favour of a single regulatory framework,
and were originally intended to commence in all participating jurisdictions from 1 July
2012.
Energy Minister Chris Hartcher said the NSW Government wanted to ensure
consumers remained the focus of any reforms affecting NSW energy retailers.
“Given the commencement of Labor’s carbon tax from 1 July, the NSW Government
will postpone implementing NECF to ensure customers have access to more
transparent information about the cost of the carbon tax and green schemes on
household power bills,” Mr Hartcher said.
“We will be retaining the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal’s price
comparison website, and will be making sure that consumers will know just how
much Labor’s carbon tax is likely to cost households.”
From 1 July 2012, retailers will be required to prominently publish on power bills:
NSW Govt estimates that Federal carbon tax and green energy schemes add
about $315 a year to a typical 7MWh household bill – see ipart.nsw.gov.au
Legislation to implement the reforms passed the NSW Legislative Assembly last
night.
Mr Hartcher said the NSW Government will continue working with retailers, the
Australian Energy Regulator and other jurisdictions to increase consumer protections
and rights and to ensure a smooth transition to NECF from 2014.
“It’s important that we take our time to ensure adequate consumer protections are in
place with prices set to rise under Labor’s carbon tax,” Mr Hartcher said.
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